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I am Garry Henry and [ am happy to appear on behalf of the Cattle Producers and the
Alabama Farmers Federation Beef Committcc. My family and I have a fourteen hundred head
cow/calf operation in Montgomery. With the fourth generation joining the operation last year, we
have a kcen interest in the [uture of agriculture. The 2002 Farm Bill has generally had a positive

eflect on agriculture in our arca but there are a few areas of concern.

The first I would like to talk about is the Conservation Rescrve Program (CRP). The
Alabama Farmers Federation supports the objectives of CRP but feel in some ways that the
implementation has excceded the original goal of taking highly-crodible land out of production.
Although CRP has positive benefits such as reducing soil erosion and converting marginal land
into wildlife habitat, it has taken productive land that was not highly crodible and converted it
into idled land. This has had the effcct of crcating rental rates at levels that do not represent the
market ratc for the local area and made it impossible for farmers to compete for its use. Young
farmers in particular are not able to find land to with which to opcrate. And with the lack of
agricultural activity, farming communitics are dying.

A solution would be to modify rental rates, and create more stringent requirements for

renewal or entry into the program. As the chart included in my testimony shows, there is a
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significant amount of acteage that that will be coming out of CRP in thc next several years, That
acrcage can be used for forage production or production of biomass thus stimulating rural
economy.,

1 would like to thank members ot this Committee for their efforts to resumc trade of beel
after the BSE case and also support of the Alabama Beel Connection. In connection with those
issues, the Alabama Farmers Iederation supports a mandatory animal ID system. With an
cffcctive ID system, it would create an even safer food supply for consumers, and would allow
producers 1o meet consumer demands for traceability. [ understand that recent UUSDA has
announced it is unsure it has the legal authority to require producers to register with a private
dalabase. The Alabama Farmers Federation supports USDA’s stated goal of achieving an
opcrational and mandatory reporling system by 2008 and would ask the Commiitee to give
USDA whatever legal authority it needs to achieve this mandatory participation or alternatively
make it a federal databasc with appropriate producer confidentiality protection.

The Alabama I'armers Federation supports mandatory Country of Origin labeling and
believes that consumers have the right to know where their food is grown. We believe that this
is the best way to promote branded and preserved-identity foods to consumecrs, The current farm
bill requirement to implement mandatory COOL has been postponed several iimes with the
cxception of seafood, We see no reason for this delay to continue since the food industry has had
adcquate time to prepare for mandatory COOIL.. We import over eighty percent of our scafood,
and the labeling requirement for seafood has worked well with a minimum of disruption.

1 was plcased to scc that the President in his State ot the Union focused on alternative
fucls. 1 commend Congrcess for passing an cnergy bill that does have a renewable fuels

component but more needs to be done, High energy costs are driving a renewed interest in
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altcrnative fucls and not just for traditional cthanol. Congress should support incentives to
oxpand the production of ethanol, biodiesel, and other energy sources such as those
manufacturcd from animal waste. The Farm bill has a bio-energy and value-added componcent
and this should be expanded to continuc fundinp nceded for alternative fuel sources related to
agriculture production. In addition to providing renewable energy, another positive from the
ethanol and biodiesel industry is that the byproducts make exccllent high-protein livestock feed.

As the Commitlee considers the reauthorization of the farm bill, pleasc keep in mind that
no maitter what form the (arm programs take the farmer must remain profitable. The current farm
bill should bc continucd with only minor changes, and the budget funding contained in the farm
bill should not be reduced,

I would be happy to answer any qucstions at this time,
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[ CRP Acreage Expiring through September 30, 2008 in 13 Black Belt Counties
Cou Active Acres | Exp. 2005 Exg‘. 2006 Ex%. 2007 | Exp. 2008
Bullock 9,942.30 64.30 66.9 4,130.90 .357.20
Daltas 26,808.90 410.00 18.50 15,511.20 2,588.10
Greene 12,635.60 1,020.00 0.00 7,753.50 662.30
Hale 10,888.80 0.00 0.00 8,944.60 611.70
Lowndes 13,151.20 0.00 0.00 8,433.50 1,148.30
Macon 12,443.60 62.60 0.00 7,653.80 1,656.50
Marengo 23,149.90 1,581.10 49.90 14,057.60 2,996.80
Montgomery 14,506.10 0.00 0.00 10,064.80 1,085.20
Perry 20,252.20 713.80 324 .20 14,951.10 645.00
Pickens 7,335.50 125.80 0.00 3,304.00 144.60
Russell 8,681.90 0.00 0.00 4,382.80 945.00
Sumter 20,906.20 691.70 137.70 12,150.30 617.20
Wilcox 13.463.80 228.10 36.70 7,237.00 0.00

194,176.00 4,897.40 634.90 119,495.10  14,367.90

Total Acreage Expiring by 2008

139,395.30
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Committen an Agriculture
0.5, Housc of Representatives
Information Required From Non-governmenisl Witnesses

House rales require non-governments| witnesses fo provide their resuime or bivgraphical skntcl\.
prior to tesrifying. If you do not have a resume or biographical skefch avzilable, please complete this

form.

2

Name:; G-gr r Lj Henrg
BusinessAddrexs; 3]
Hgge, Hull AL 3Go43

Business Phone Number:____ 334 RXS0-1433

Organization you represcot; _Alabama.ﬁmam_&demi‘m_

Please Yist any eceupational, employment, or work-reiated experience you bave which
add {o your qualification to provide testimony before the Commiitee:

Mﬁﬂmf

Lide \m\s catrile farmer

Please list any special training, ¢ducation, or professional experience you have which
add to your qualifications to provide testimony befnre the Commiittes:

B Ay ‘ nshi Con
pf do.'\mj .T\rr)ductr.s in Alg bame

Jocal bhoard member o€ Ficst Souvh ¥oem Credit

ICyou ave appearing an behall of au orgunixation, please list the capacity in which you are
represeniing that organization, inciuding any offices or elected pasitions you hald:

" Mewber.of Yhe Reef (!Qmm'd;j‘_gg of ﬁ){gFgff‘”}

__Eqé erabion

-

FLEASE ATTACH THIS FORM OR YOUR BIOGRAPHY TO EACH COFY OF
TESTIMONY,
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Committee on Agriculiure
LS. House of Representatives
Required Witness Disclosure Form

House Rules* require nongovernmental witnesses to discloso the amovn{ and source of
Federal grunts received since October 1, 2004,

Name: B‘C‘d‘ ru H E.r\l‘li

Address: ____ﬂ_‘:LJL_H.LDﬁ_S.L.H.Qpﬂ_Hu (L AL 36043

Telephome: __33Y 2Q§-34017

Organization you represent (if any): _ﬁ@h&m&&mﬂmﬂm
Reeé’ OD Mmi Hee

| 8 Plcase list any federal grants or contracts (imcluding snbgrants and subcontracts)
you have received since October 1, 2004, ae well aa the source and the amount of
each graot or contract, House Rules do NOT require disclosure of federal payments
to Individuals, such as Social Security or Med{care benefits, farm program
payments, or assistance to agricultural producers:

Source; Amount:

Source: Amoupt:

2. If you are appearing on behalf of an organization, plessc list any federal grunts or
contracts (including subgraots und subcantracts) the orgenization has received since
October 1, 2004, as well as the source and the amount of each grant or contract:

Source: Agnount:
Source; Ameunt:
Please check here If this form is NOT applicable to you; Ll

o

* Rule XI, claise 2(2)X(4) of the U.S, Hoeuse of quéva provides: Each commitiee shall, iv the
grealest extent practicable, require witnesyes 'who appear befors it to submii in advance written siatements
of proposed restimony and to {imil their inivial presentations (o the cammities lo briaf summaries thereof.
In the care of a witwess appearing in @ nengovornmenial capacity, a written statement of praposed
testimoniy shall include a curriculum vitae and a disclosure of the amonnt and source (by agency and
programy) of each Federal grant (or subgrant thereof) or contract (or Subconiract iheregl) received duting
the cwninrﬁunl year or either of the two previows fiscal years by the witness or by any entity represemed
By the witnass.

PLEASE ATTACH DISCIOSURE FORM TO KEACH COPY OF TESTIMONY,



